Post-conflict Recovery:
Gender and Age Issues
Despite improvements in victim assistance programs, injured survivors of landmines/explosive remnants of war still struggle to obtain health care and employment. Differentiating between the age
and gender of survivors will enable service providers to identify socioeconomic needs.
by Stella Salvagni Varó and Cira Hamo [ Gender and Mine Action Programme ]

A survivor works in a body of water, despite obstacles.
Photo courtesy of Sean Sutton/MAG (Mines Advisory Group).
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Sex- and Age-disaggregated Data and Victim Assistance

Gender and age issues in post-conflict recovery affect the
ability of men, women, boys and girls to seek and obtain assistance after trauma or injury from war or an explosive remnant of war. These issues also affect the employability of
people in post-conflict situations. Landmines and ERW affect
men, women, boys and girls differently, and each needs to be
addressed differently. Therefore, all data for landmine/ERW
accidents should be collected and analyzed in a sex- and agedisaggregated manner and separated throughout the analysis
phase in order to identify the best means of assistance. The
U.N. Gender Guidelines for Mine Action Programmes explicitly points out the significance of collecting sex- and agedisaggregated data (SADD), recommending that national
mine action authorities and mine action organizations “collect and analyze data and information that reveal the distinct
attitudes held by men, women, boys and girls with regards to
landmine/ERW risks and threats.”5
Both the Cartagena and the Vientiane Action Plans specify the need to collect SADD.6 However, in spite of this, recent
studies show that gender- and age-sensitive victim assistance
national plans and their implementation in mine-affected
countries remain insufficient.5
The collection, analysis and use of SADD provides

Finding ways to adapt to disabilities allows survivors to work.
Photo courtesy of International Committee of the Red Cross.
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The Effects of Gender on Assistance
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How does gender affect the ability of men, women, boys
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Age, Gender and Employability
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Income-generating activities are important for reintegrating landmine victims.
Photo courtesy of International Committee of the Red Cross/Jessica Barry.
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directly associated victims, as well as
design appropriate services.
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